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The NPSGLOBAL Foundation and the Verification Research, Training and Information 

Centre (VERTIC) extended an invitation to the Secretariat of the Agency for the Prohibition of 

Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (OPANAL) to participate in the 

Regional Expert Workshop Latin American Perspectives on Irreversibility in Nuclear 

Disarmament, which took place in Rio de Janeiro on 18 – 19 December 2023.  

 

The Workshop aimed to encourage multidimensional discussions on the role of Latin 

American countries in promoting Irreversibility in Nuclear Disarmament (IND) and to assess 

the international and regional capabilities to engage in research and development related 

activities. 

 

During the workshop, presentations were delivered by a selected group of experts from 

governments, academia, and NGOs. These experts participated by invitation, acting in their 

personal capacities. They addressed the international context in which IND has gained 

significant relevance, covering political, legal, diplomatic, and technical aspects of the matter. 

The debates were focused on exploring a mixture of viewpoints to shape a Latin American 

perspective. All discussions were conducted in English, following the Chatham House rule. 

 

The discussions featured facilitators covering various topics related to Irreversible 

Nuclear Disarmament IND, including global perspectives, current developments, future 

challenges, among other aspects. The debates also emphasize the necessity for a shared vision 

and practical procedures to bridge the gap between theory and practice. Various viewpoints 

highlighted the conditions for irreversibility, encompassing political will, incentives for 

decision-makers, the cost-benefit ratio of rearmament, and both tangible and intangible costs. 

The significance of credible assurance and certainty from both nuclear and non-nuclear weapon 

states was also emphasized.  

 

The discussions also touched upon multidimensional notions of human security and the 

political dimensions involved in persuading nuclear weapon states to abandon their arsenals. 

Examples were provided, such as the delegitimization, condemnation, and prohibition of 

nuclear weapons. Furthermore, transparency and multilateral efforts, including organizations 

like OPANAL and ABACC, were highlighted. The agenda and the list of participants of the 

event are included as annexes (I and II).   

 

The organizers provided coverage for the roundtrip economy air ticket and 

accommodation for this event (annex III). 
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Annex I: Agenda 
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Annex II: List of participants 
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Annex III: Logistical details 

 

  
 

 

 


