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RESOLUTION CG/Res.563

URGENT NEED FOR GENERAL AND COMPLETE NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT

The General Conference,

Recalling the text and spirit of th@reaty of Tlatelolcoreciting in its Preambléhat Member States
manifest, inter alia, that militarily denuclearized zones are not an éamthemselves but rather a means
for achieving general and complete disarmament &ter stage”; and aware that “nuclear weapons,
whose terrible effects are suffered, indiscrimihatand inexorably, by military forces and civilian
population alike, constitute, through the persistef the radioactivity they release, an attacktioa
integrity of the human species and ultimately maneender the whole earth uninhabitahle”

Emphasising the full validity of the Declaration of the 33 OPANAL &mber States adopted in
September 2011, in which they reaffirm, inter aff® urgent need to move forward towards the pyiori
objective of nuclear disarmament, and to achievegd and complete elimination of nuclear weapons;
in this respect, they agreed to join the effortshef International Community to advance the negotia
towards a universal legally-binding instrument aiha¢ banning nuclear weapons. Highlighting thad thi

consensus is today a guideline for OPANAL Stratégjenda;

Reaffirming the importance of general and complete nucleargiament as the highest priority
under the principles of verification, irreversibiliand transparency; and reiterating that the total

elimination of nuclear weapons is the only absotjutarantee against their use or threat of use;

Bearing in mind that during the International Seminar “The Expeci of the Nuclear-Weapon-
Free Zone in Latin America and the Caribbean and#rspective towards 2015 and beyond” held on 14-
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15 February 2012 within the framework of thé"4Shniversary of the signing of the Treaty of Tlaleb,
Member States reaffirmed their commitment to praremncrete and effective measures to achieve total

and general nuclear disarmament;

Underlining the importance and full validity of tH&pecial Communiqué on the Total Elimination
of Nuclear Weaponadopted by the Heads of State and GovernmenedEdmmunity of Latin American
and Caribbean States (CELAC) in December 2011, dra€as, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela; in
which they reaffirmed‘the importance of drafting concrete proposals inder to achieve general
Nuclear Disarmament”;as well aghe Santiago Declaration adopted at tHeCELAC Summit held in
January 2013, in which Heads of State in the redimaffirmed the need to move forward toward the
priority objective of nuclear disarmament and nawdiferation, to reach a world free of nuclear

weapons”;

Recalling the decision manifested by the Heads of State@mvernment in the United Nations
Millennium Declaration contained in the United Neis General Assembly Resolution 55/2, adopted on
8 September 20004d strive for the elimination of weapons of masstdetion, particularly nuclear
weapons, and to keep all options open for achiethigy aim, including the possibility of convening a
international conference to identify ways of eliating nuclear danger's

Reiterating thatthe 2010 Review Conference of the Parties to tleatfron the Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), in its 64-point Actioraladopted by consenstaffirms that all States,
particularly Nuclear Weapon States, need to maleeispefforts to establish the necessary framevtork

achieve and maintain a world without nuclear weadon

Also recalling that the 2010 NPT Review Conference expresseddétsp concern for the

catastrophic humanitarian consequences of anyfusgctear weapons;

Ratifying that the use or threat of use of nuclear weapsre violation of the United Nations
Charter and a crime against humanity; also reptesga violation of international law and interrwatal
humanitarian law, as unanimously expressed byrtezriational Court of Justice in its Advisory Ojoini
of 1996;

Expressing its deepest concern about any nuclear explosion, accidental or intewtio which
would have a humanitarian impact of immense maggitand a global gravity impact; and recalling, in
this respect, the First Conference on the Humaaitdmpact of Nuclear Weapons held in Oslo, Norway,
on 4-5 March 2013;
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Reaffirming the need that all NPT Parties comply with the utaken obligations under Article VI
of the NPT and, that Nuclear Weapon States, inqoar, comply with the unequivocal commitment to
eliminate all their arsenals, aiming at nucleaadizament, and moving towards the total eliminatbn

such weapons;

Stressing the importance of the 2015 NPT Review Conferemasewell as its three Preparatory
Committee Meetings, the first one being held invia, Austria, from 30 April to 11 May 2012; the
second one in Geneva, Switzerland, from 22 ApriBthlay 2013; and the third one to be held in New
York City in 2014,

Reiterating the importance of the Third Conference of Stategidzaand Signatories to Treaties

that establish nuclear-weapon-free zones and M@ttt will take place in 2015;

Recalling that the United Nations Secretary-General in higedPoint-Plan on Nuclear
Disarmamenturges “all NPT parties, in particular the nuclear-weapatates, to fulfil their
obligation under the treaty to undertake negotiaticon effective measures leading to nuclear
disarmamentespecially concerning Article VI; he also empkasithat the Security Council’s
five permanent membetsould unambiguously assure non-nuclear-weaponestahat they will

not be the subject of the use or threat of useiolear weapons”;

Recalling that, in accordance with Resolution A/RES/67/39tkek “High-level meeting
of the General Assembly on nuclear disarmament®, thmited Nations General Assembly
decided to convene a meeting on the matter th&bwiheld in New York City on 26 September
2013; andexpressing its total support for the celebration of such nmeggtthe first one of its kind

in the history of the Organization,

Resolves:

1. To reaffirm the strong conviction of Member States of the irgoce to start
negotiations for a universal-legally binding instrent aimed at banning nuclear weapons
and to reiterate the commitment of joining forae$avour of this priority objective.
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. To urge Member States, the Council and the Secretariat«@kete continue to make
nuclear disarmament a priority in the Strategic Adge of the Agency, and to identify
opportunities and mechanisms that lead to join ifatétal efforts to establish, as soon as
possible, a universal legal framework to ban rarcigeapons and to ensure their total

elimination.

. To call on Nuclear Weapon States to eliminate the role of earciveapons from their

doctrines and security policies.

. To demand the cessation of development and qualitative iwgmoent of nuclear

weapons and their vector systems, including reltgeitities, by Nuclear Weapon States.

. To stronglysupport the Declaration on Nuclear Disarmament adopted BYAT on 20
August 2013 in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

. To reaffirm the importance of initiating negotiations for aternational legally binding

instrument banning nuclear weapons and commitnosverds this primary goal.

. To recall that the First Special Session of the United NwetiGeneral Assembly on
Disarmament (SSOD-I) established the Conferenc®isarmament (CD) as the single
multilateral negotiating body on disarmamefo urge the CD to demonstrate the
necessary political will in order to ensure the ocmencement without delay of
substantive work through the adoption and impleatéot of a balanced and
comprehensive program of work that advances thedsgef nuclear disarmament.

. To recognized the work of the Open-Ended Working Group estaklishy Resolution

A/RES/67/56 of the United Nations General Assembyh the mandate to put forward
proposals to foster multilateral negotiations orclear disarmament, as well as the
proposals and contributions made in this Grouphey@PANAL Member States and the

Secretary-General.
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To continue to promote cooperation with States in differentcidar-Weapon-Free
Zones, as well as with relevant International Orgations and Non-Governmental
Organizations in order to implement specific measueading to complete and general

nuclear disarmament.

10.To urge the international community to reiterate its canceat the humanitarian

11

consequences of nuclear weapons and the need nonae such weapons in all
discussions of this kind of armament; awodexhort all States to participate actively in
the Second Conference on the Humanitarian Impasucfear Weapons that will be held
in Mexico on 13-14 February 2014.

To request the Secretariat General to inform all OPANAL Memb@tates, the
Presidency of CELAC, the United Nations Secretaepr&al, the United Nations High
Representative for Disarmament Affairs, as weltedsvant International Organizations
and Civil Society Organizations, particularly thakat work towards a nuclear-weapon-
free world, about the content of this Resolution.

(Adopted at the 115Session
held on 22 August 2013)



